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No New York Openings This \/eek 


First nighters receive rest after attending seven ceunseuhive Openingse Future . 
calender includes: ar and the on December 10..-Let* s_liake an Opera De- 


Lear on December. on December 26..«Goptain Brassbound's 
gion on of Feple on December 28s 


Digests of Cu omnse Reviews -- additional digests on wok page 


The Tower Beyond Tragedy-ANTA Playhouse; 11/26/50. split decision rendered on. . 
ANTA's first production by daily critics. Robinson Jeffers poetic drama of seschylus 
story starring Judith inderson won slightly:more-adyerse reviews than favorable. .i- 
Star was cited for her exciting, moving portrayal, but most. felt thot it didn't match 
her performance in liedeos. Chief complaint wes thet poetry took over rather than 
dramas. ‘hile critics of Times, News, \:orld-Telegram & Sun, Newark News and Women's 
4 Wear Daily were stimulated by the entire production. . Atkinson, Times, did think that 
if the use of 4 voice amplifier at the end wos out of’ plocee lLlost felt supporting cast, 
a headed by Marion Seldes, Philip Huston and ilfred Ryder, recited the lines rather 
than acted them. Steging by Robert Ross won proise.from several. Atkinson called it~ 
equal to Jeffers contribution. 


The Golden State--Fulton, 11/25/50. Daily appraisers agreed that as much as 
they love Josephine Kull, the Samuel Spewack’ comedy about 4 group of Californian 
boarders hunting for happiness, just isn't funny Before they got sround to panning 
the script for being thin. and’ dull;° they’ presented: Miss.Hull with as beautiful a set 
of notices 4s she is likely to ever receives Compliménts ranged from “America's 
Sweetheart" to “the actress who can do.no wrong". But. in spite of this feeling the 


Spewack comedy received a unanimous panning. Ernest Truex also received praise for 
his smaller role. os 


Guys nd Dolls--46th Street Theatre, 11/24/50. Unanimous reves filed by daily 
reviewers for Feuer and liartin's musical comedy produetion of Damon Runyon stories of 
Broadway choracterse Book by /be Burrows ond Jo Swerling was deemed funny enough to. | 
stand by itself as a farcee Music and lyrics by Frank Loesser were saluted, each 
critic having his own idea what hit songs will bé. George Kaufman received credit 
for one of his best staging jobs, Leads Sam Levene, Robert Alda and Vivian Blaine 
won cheers for heading 2 perfect cast. Chapman, News;.vwas sad that show lasted only 
an evening instead of a full week. Coleman, Mirror, and Watts, Post, were both sure 
Runyon himself would have approvede Atkinson was slightly disturbed over the casual. 
attitude of the story toward a religious missione Several felt authors took love 
story too seriouslye 


Editorial Pros & Cons 


Interesting “reason why" copy was used to good advantage in New Yorker display ad 
for Hilda Crane. Advertisement told exactly what kind of playgoer the Samson Raphael- 
son drama would appeal to and whye This is the first departure this season from the 
standard practice of miscontexed quote adse latter give highly inaccurate and pre- 
judiced quotes from reviews. The ad did include some quotes, to.be sure, but it 
paved the way for presenting more informative and more intelligent theatre ads. 


News & Notes 


No Saturday were during New York but: ‘ticket holders 
who phoned box office Saturdey will receive-seats for other pérformances.. Broadway 
association launched drive against. phony solicitors for charities...Rockefeller Foun- 
dation has withdrawn further grants. ‘to National Theatre Conference, but group has 


bids from other Guild reports loss of over 6000 


. 


Shows are rated es to how the critics liked them, not if they think they will be 
hits. “So-So" means the critic did not state directly if he recommended the show for 
an entertsining or stimulating evening. 


1. NY Times ll. Newark News 21. Catholic \jorld 

NY Herald Tribune 12. Women's \jear Daily 22. Commonweal 

3- NY News 13. Daily worker 23- Cue 

4 NY Mirror 14. \joll Strves Journal 24. ChreSci.lionitor 

Se NY Compass 15, Jovrnel of Commerce 25. Sat.Review Lit. 

6. NY Post 16. Geurze Jear Nethnan 26. Newsweek 

7- Ward liorehouse (T&S, NeY.Sun) 17, lMornirg Telegraph 27+ Time 

8. NY Journal «american 18, Veriaty 28. Nation 

9- World Telegrem & Sun 19. Biljuvard 29. New Republic 

10. Brooklyn Eagle 20. Theatre Arts 30. New Yorker 

Affairs of State-liusic Box, 9/25/50. Prot 11 votes. Con: 1-6-7-10-11-12-14-16-20-22- 
24-25-26-29. 

Arms and the Man-Arene, 10/26/50. Prot 4-10-11-12-18-19-23-29. Con: 1-2-3-5-6-7-8-9- 
14415-16-26. 


Bell, Book & Condle-Borrymore, 11/14/50. Prot 1-3#4-5+8-9+10-11-12-14-15-16-19-23-26 
27-28-30. Cont 2-6-7-18=22. 


Black Chiffon-48th St.Theatre, 9/27/50. Pros 20 votes. Cont 2-3-14-22-27-29, 
Call Me Modame-Imperial, 10/12/50. Pro: 22 votes. Con: 19-28-29. So-So: 3. 


The Cocktail Party-Miller, 1/2/50. Pros 21 votes. Cont 1-9-13-14-22-25-29. 
So-Sos 16-30. 


The Country Girl-Lyceum, 11/10/50. Prot 1+2-3-5-6-7-B-10-11-12-14-15-19-22-23-24-26. 
Con: 4-9-16-27-28-30. 
Edwine Black-Booth, 11/21/50. Pros 3- -6- 8-12. Cont So0-Soe ll. 


Gontiemen- Prefer Herd, 12/6/49; Prov votes. Cont 
So-S0% 16-19-22-23-27. 


The Golden State-Fulton, 11/25/50. Cont 1+2-3-4-5-6-8-9-10-11-12. 

Guys and Dolls-46th St.Theatre, 11/24/50. Pros 1-2-3-4-5-6-7-8-9-10-11-12-16. 
The Happy Time-Plymouth, 1/24/50. Prot 21 votes. Cons 5-6-7-20-26-27-28-30. 
Hilda Crene-Coronet, 11/1/50. Pro: 3-4-6-8-9-10-11-12-15-18-22-24-26, 


Cont 1-2-5-14-16-19-23-27-28-29-30. 
Kiss Me Kate-Shubert, 12/31/48. Pros 28 votes. Cont 29. 


The Lady's Not For Burning-Royale, 11/5/50. Prot 20 votes. Cont 35-12-29, 
So- So 18-30 

The Member of the \/edding-Pmpire, 1/5/50. Prot 26 votes. Cont 16. So-Sot 227-30. 

Mister Roberts-Alvin, 2/13/48. Prot 24 votese Cont 21-24, So-Sot 13-16-17. 

Pardon Our French-Broadway, 10/5/50. Pros 10-11-12-15-18, Cont 2-3-4-6-7-14-16-19-21 
23- -27- 30. 50-508 l- 

Peep Show-inter Garden, 6/28/50. Pro: 11 votes. Cont 1-2-12-16-20-26-27-28- 
So-So: 3-14-18, 1 

Peter Pan+ St. James, 4/24/50. Pros 21 votes. Cont 8-23-16-30. So-sot 6-7-1419, 


Ring Round the Moon-llartin Beck, 11/23/50. Pros 4=-5-6-+7-10-12-16. Cont 3-8-9. 
So-Sos 1-2. 
The Relapse-liorosco, 11/22/50. Prot 2=3-6-8-9-10-12-16. Cont 1-4-7. 
Season in the Sun-Cort, 9/28/50. Pros 20 votes. Cont 10-12-24-28. So-So: 11. 
South Pacific-llajestic, 4/8/49. Prot 19 votes. Cont 27. So-sot 23, 
The Tower Beyond cont 2=4=5=628-10. ~ 


' Key to NYC Criticism At A Glance 


CRITIC'S DILBMA...John McClein, who has been subbing for Robert Garland, Journal 
American, detailed the problem of a neophyte critic. He views the job of cri- 
tic as a duty to advise the readers to the best of his critical ability whether 
they will get their money's worth. His owm headache and stomache ache, sympa~ 
thy towards playwright, stars, supporting players, producer and backer --- those 
are a few of the items that might affect a critic's opinion. Though licClain 
Supposes a veteran critic gets impatient and crochety after a number of years, 
he hopes it doesn't happen to hime “++ 


ONE MAN'S OPINION...Times reader disagrees ‘plo Lentiy-with opinions of Times critic 
On Call lie Madam and Season’ in the Sun. From now on she will select her plays 
with a hatpin..Gardner, Herald Tribune, wishes the Playbill would print small 
photos of the players in the Who's: Who department...Morehouse, \/T&S, has note 
from producer who will ask critics to pay for their tickets. 


TV'S ROLE...Theatre TV will bring Broadway plays to rural populations in local 
theatres, predicts Marks Levine, president of National Concert & Artists Cor- 
poration, in Variety. People are gregarious by nature and they will always 
want entertainment in the flesh, He expects thpatre TV to be operating in five 


CAPSULE DRAMA CRITIQUES...Hi Phillips, WT&S, loves to invent titles for the Broadway 
showse His latest batch includes: Ring Round tHé Moon--Three Rings Around the 
Moonshine..,eAffairs of State--Holm, Sweet Holm..»Bell,, Book and Candle--Call Me 
Witchie...Peep Show--Hot Toddy...Guys and Dolls+-me Rumyon, One Hit, No Errors. 


TRIPLE REJOICING..+Success of present legitimate theatre season, which has brought 
forth the largest number of hits in recent years;;is cause for triple rejoicing, 
comments Burr, Playbill. High profits of road componies are also something to 
shout about. People of the theatre nabitunlay _— and talk of good a to 
comes This seems to be its 


EVERYBODY'S IN THE ACT.,. and regular have share of the respon- 
sibility for moking the League of NeY.Theatres year long promotion campaign 
work, comments Theatre News Weekly. The success of the nation wide plans de- 
‘pends on the public acceptance of the responsibility and work necessary to 

_ place the living theatre once end for all in. the forefront of American life end 
culture. 


PREVIDUS A FIXTURE..»eNew York previews before openings are becoming a permanent fix- 
ture on the theatre scene notes Billboard. They are even held when 2 show has 
an. out of town tour. Whether it is a good thing or not is a moot question. 
Managers have their own ideas pro and con; but the practice is here to stay, 


PSYCH OLOGICAL COUGHING... «Wholesale coughing in the ‘theatre, states Variety, is a di- 
rect reaction to the quality of the show. It nearly always occurs during sta- 
tic interludes. Coughing at opening night of:The Country Girl was blamed on 
discussion of subject on stage. 


Robert Garland, Journal American, is attending the pleys and will resume his 
post soon. lLicClain continues to sub...Burl Ives hunting for play via Variety 
The Tower Beyond Tragedy run extended through December 23..eTickets Please will be 
telecast by NBC on December 10.,.,0Out of this World postponed to December 21.,..Howard 
Bernes, Herald Tribune, elected chairman of NsY.Film Critics Circle...Billboard to 
continue drama critics ratings...Christmas Day Peter Pan telecast definitely out, 
due to high cost of production...eLily Henry cancelled before Boston opening=.«. 
Where's Charley? may reopen... Richard Watts, Post, dating Betty Lawford, whispers 
Sobol, Journal American...Damon Runyon Estate receives one per cent of Guys and Dolls 
profits. 


z= 
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| ‘ * Green Room Depertment ' 
* Random Items ' 4 


CHRISTOPHER FRY.»sCritics who believe the plays of the British playwright are 
too extrevagant were advised to look around at the modern world. Then he thinks th-:: 
will edmit his ‘languoge is actuelly very matter of fact. The present world is full. 
of despair. He hopes his plays will help bring about a more spiritual world, he sea... 
On NBC Voices and Events. 


VIVIAN BLAINE.. Guys and Dolle star took the diet road to Broadway, Fields, li'.r 
ror, discovered. The 106 pound slim singer weighed 150. She lost the role for he: 
present show in Hollywood when the producers decided she was “too strong a persona:.. . 
ty." But when they saw the slimmer version later in NsYs, they signed her. She he: 
appeared in 11 films and dozens of TV programs, 


REGINALD QWEN...Affairs of State star believes television completes the cyci:. 
sterted by motion pictures, he revealed to Hawkins, \WT&sS. Any resistance from Holly 
wood to TV is pointless. He feels that pictures prevent exaggeration because of 
possible distortion. 


* Digests of Current Reviews ' 


Hilda Crane-Coronet, 11/1/50. Add one more pro vote to file of Semson Rephael- 
son's drama from Kerr, New Republic. But also add two cons from Clurman, Nev Repub- 
lic and George Jesn Nathen. Latter considered script as mere rewrite of Bergstrom's 
Karen Borneman. Clurman thought author picked good subject matter, but that the de- 
velopment of the script was as schemetic 9s a scen@rio. All praised portrayal of 
Jessica Tandy in title role. Kerr thought pley was competent example of prose prob- 
lem play. 


Bell, Book and Candle-Berrymore, 11/14/50. Marsholl, Netion, and George Jean Na- 
than enjoyed John van Druten's light fantasy of modern witchcrafte WNothan admitted 
“charming” was only possible word to describe acting by Lilli Palmer and Rex Harrison. 
But he did argue with the Boston crities who couldn't believe in the play. Rational- 
izing comedy is not port of critic's job. Kerr, Commonweol, don't think there are 
more than a few good laughs during the entire evening. 


The Lady's Not For Burning-Royale, 11/5/50. Rave reviews registered from cri- 
tics of Commonweal, Nation, Saturday Review and George Jeon Nathan for Christopher 
Fry's poetic drams. Nathen, who had gone out on a limb for Fry last year, feels his 
hopes have been fulfilled. Fry proves that it is no sin to use large words, the 
script is o joy to the ears. Clurman, New Republic, dissented. He doesn't believe 
the script was produced in s way to reveal its true spirit, it lecks a real style. 
Fry is actually as up to date as a Dior gown, not 15th century poet, 


Edwina Black-Booth, 11/2/50. Critics of New Yorker and Newsweek enjoyed British 
melodrama by Dimmer and Mormum. Gibbs, New Yorker, recommended play starring Signe 
Hasso to those who have o weakness for little studies in muted suburban violence. 
Majority of weekly critics panned script as dulle Gabriel, Cue, tabbed it “Arsenic 
and Old Hat". 


* Legit Stuff ‘ 


Nancy Andrews picked as Ethel Mierman's understudy in Cali lie Liadam.eeF rancis 
Starr stars in The Silver Cord at Ohio ‘iesleyan University.««Vinton Freedley and Paul 
Lucas represented the theatre at Calvert's “lien of Distinction" party..»lugene Burr 
and Ben Bodec are suing ANT’ for $100,000. They cleim they had prior rights to sele 
of dremetic ANTA show before “Showcase USA" desl was MEdeese4, 384 plays were copy- 
righted in 1950...-Arthur Schwartz has written song "The Ploy's the Thing" for netion- 
al theatre campaign. \Will be heard first on January 7 network programe 
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